Honorable Reynato Puno

Chief of Justice 

Supreme Court of the Philippines

Padre Faura Street corner Taft Avenue

Ermita 1000, Manila

The Philippines

Fax: +63 (2) 526 8129

Dear Chief Justice Puno, 

I was recently informed that on January 9, 2009, the 22nd Division of the Court of Appeals declared Ordinance 0309-07 entitled  “An Ordinance Banning Aerial Spraying Practice in all Agricultural Entities in Davao City” unconstitutional . 

The continued aerial spraying of fungicides by banana companies under the Philippine Banana Growers and Exporters Association (PBGEA) on about 1,800 hectares of banana plantations has adversely affected the health, crops and drinking water of residents of 7 villages (Dacudao, Guinga, Mandug, Sirib, Subasta, Tamayong and Tigatto) in Davao City.  Therefore, the right to food of the villagers is threatened

The Philippines is a state party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and therefore duty-bound under international law to respect and protect the right to food of all of its citizens, including the residents of the 7 villages in Davao City. I would like to request you, Chief Justice Puno to uphold the constitutionality and validity of the Davao city ban aerial spray ordinance. 

Please inform me about any measure you intend to take on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Copy to: 

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

President

Malacañang Palace 

JP Laurel Street, San Miguel

Manila 1005

The Philippines

Fax: +63 (2) 736 1010

